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Preface

The National Statistical Office in collaboration with the World Bank from March 2004 to
April 2005 conducted the Second Malawi Integrated Household Survey (IHS2). This
survey is conducted under the Integrated Household Surveys Programme. These surveys
are designed to provide information on the various aspects of the socio-economic status
of households in Malawi.

The primary objective of the survey is to provide up to date information for the
monitoring of the country’s poverty reduction strategy (MPRS) and related development
goals such as Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The survey also provides
information for setting benchmarks for the new development strategy, the Malawi Growth
and Development Strategy (MGDS).

Specifically the survey collected information from households and communities pertaining
to their demographic characteristics, education, health, nutrition, labor force and
employment, income, expenditure, assets and household enterprises. The survey also
collected information on community wide characteristics including availability of services
and changes that might have affected the communities over the last five years.

I would like to acknowledge the support from a number of organisations and individuals
during the whole survey operation. First | would like to thank the World Bank for the
financial assistance and technical support during the whole survey operation. Secondly, |
thank the support from the UK Department for International Development, (DFID) and
NORAD through Statistics Norway. | also thank UNICEF for providing equipment for
anthropometrical measurements. Finally, I thank staff of the National Statistical Office
and the survey respondents for making the survey a success.

Charles Machinjili
COMMISSIONER OF STATISTICS
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