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The Hazard Management Unit (HMU) of the World Bank provides proactive leadership in integrating 
disaster prevention and mitigation measures into the range of development related activities and improving 
emergency response.  
 
The HMU provides technical support to World Bank operations; direction on strategy and policy 
development; the generation of knowledge through work with partners across Bank regions, networks, and 
outside the Bank; and learning and training activities for Bank staff and clients.  All HMU activities are aimed 
at promoting disaster risk management as an integral part of sustainable development. 
 
The Disaster Risk Management Working Paper Series presents current research, policies and tools under 
development by the Bank on disaster management issues and practices.  These papers reflect work in 
progress and some may appear in their final form at a later date as publications in the Bank’s official 
Disaster Risk Management Series.   
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