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Fareed Abdullah spent more than a decade as an activist in the student and labour
movements and has been extensively involved in progressive health formations aligned
to the liberation movement. He joined the Western Cape Provincial Health Department
immediately after the first democratic elections in 1994, and is currently Deputy Director-
General responsible for District Health Services and (Health) Programmes. For the
past five years he has focussed extensively on driving the AIDS Programme in the
Western Cape. Under his leadership the Province has implemented a comprehensive
AIDS Programme including prevention, care and antiretroviral treatment. Dr Abdullah
graduated as a medical doctor at the University of Natal and has a specialist degree in
Public Health from the Colleges of Medicine of South Africa.

Richard Adudah is a human rights activist and development consultant, with a degree
in sociology and extensive experience of working with non-governmental and
developmental organisations around human rights issues. He is based in Kenya
(radudah@yahoo.com).

Belinda Beresford is a freelance journalist and researcher based in Johannesburg,
South Africa. She has specialised in writing on all aspects of AIDS for several years,
and is in the final stages of a book on the history of the disease in South Africa .

Jonathan Berger is the head of the Law & Treatment Access Unit of the AIDS Law
Project, and holds degrees in architecture and law from the University of the
Witwatersrand, as well as a Master of Laws degree from the University of Toronto,
where he was awarded the Alan Marks Medal for the best law thesis submitted to the
University 2001, which focused on international trade law, patents and access to
treatment for HIV/AIDS. A former legal education and advice officer at the National
Coalition for Gay and Lesbhian Equality (NCGLE), Jonathan previously clerked for
Justice 0’Regan of the Constitutional Court of South Africa. He is also the chairperson
of the board of the Lesbian and Gay Equality Project (successor to the NCGLE) and a
member of the Gauteng Selection Committee of the TAC Treatment Project.

Collette Campher is the co-ordinator of the AIDS and Rights Alliance for Southern
Africa (ARASA) and works in Windhoek. Previously she was the administrator of the
AIDS Law Unit in Windhoek.



Sharon Ekambaram is a project officer at the Chris Hani Institute
[chrishani@sacp.org.zal. She was formerly employed as the Social Transformation
Officer of the AIDS Consortium, and also served a term of office as an NEC member of
the Treatment Action Campaign.

Holo Hachonda has worked in health promotion and communication since 1997. He
founded a youth non-governmental organisation, Youth Activists Organisation (YAQ) in
1995, working with young people to conduct civic and environmental health education
activities in local high schools. In 2000, he worked as the Youth Communications Co-
ordinator for Johns Hopkins University Center for Communications Program in the
Zambia field office, where he managed grants, was responsible for strategic planning
and implementation of youth and the national youth HIV/AIDS mass media campaign.
He is currently working at the International Planned Parenthood Association - Africa
Regional Office, as the Youth Officer.

Adila Hassim has a BA LLB from the University of Natal. She has worked at the
Constitutional Court as a law clerk to Deputy Chief Justice Pius Langa, as well as then
Acting Justice Edwin Cameron. In 1998 she was awarded the Franklin Thomas
Fellowship to pursue an LLM at St Louis University, which she completed with distinction
in 1999. She is an advocate of the High Court of South Africa, and is currently enrolled
as a JSD candidate at the University of Notre Dame. The working title of her doctoral
dissertation is ‘Social Rights: From theory to practice’. She is currently senior researcher
at the AIDS Law Project.

Mark Heywood is a human rights activist. He is Head of the AIDS Law Project
(www.alp.org.za) at the Centre for Applied Legal Studies, University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, and Treasurer of the Treatment Action Campaign
(www.tac.org.za). He studied English literature at Balliol College, Oxford University
and African Literature at the University of the Witwatersrand.

Peris Jones is a Research Fellow at the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights. Current
research interests focus on rights-based struggles over development in the context of
HIV/AIDS. Recent publications include the forthcoming book The Politics of Socio-
Economic Rights in South Africa (with K. Stokke), as well as journal articles, most
recently in Urban Studies and Third World Quarterly.
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Tapiwanashe Kujinga is an attorney and HIV/AIDS activist. He holds an LLB (Hons)
degree from the University of Zimbabwe, but left legal practice in 2002 to devote time
to HIV/AIDS treatment issues. He is currently working on an access-to-treatment project
called LIFE Project with the Family AIDS Caring Trust in Mutare, Zimbabwe, and is
interim co-ordinator for Zimbabwe Activists on HIV & AIDS (ZAHA) and a member of
PATAM and the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition.

Sisonke Msimang has worked extensively on issues of gender, HIV/AIDS and youth
development in sub-Saharan Africa. Currently employed by the United Nations Joint
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) working within the Regional Support Team for
East and Southern Africa, Sisonke has written a number of articles on gender, including
for Agenda Feminist Journal, the Rhodes Journalism Review, South Africa’s Mail &
Guardian newspaper, and Oxfam’s Gender, Development and Health.

Mary 0’Grady is an independent consultant based in Johanneshurg, and specialises in
HIV/AIDS policy and programming work. She started working in international
development in 1983 and on HIV/AIDS issues in 1987. Mary holds a master’s degree
in liberal studies/international affairs from Georgetown University in Washington DC,
United States.

Geoffrey Setswe is the founding Director of the AIDS Research Institute at the University
of the Witwatersrand, where he co-ordinates all HIV/AIDS research. He graduated
with a Doctor of Public Health degree from MEDUNSA and a Master of Public Health
degree from Temple University in Philadelphia, United States. He has two nursing
degrees and several diplomas. Geoffrey worked at MEDUNSA as senior lecturer and
head of department at the National School of Public Health, and co-ordinated the
university HIV/AIDS Action programme and the Secure the Future HIV/AIDS Fellowship
programme. He has consulted on HIV/AIDS policies and programmes with several
NGOs and serves on the Boards of HOPE Worldwide, the Lilly Foundation and the
AIDS Consortium.

Christine Stegling has been the director of the Botswana Network on Ethics, Law and
HIV/AIDS (BONELA) since 2001 when the organisation became operational. Her previous
positions included a lectureship at the Sociology Department at the University of Botswana
and a position at the Ministry of Health in Botswana. Christine has a BA in Social
Anthropology from the University of Kent at Canterbury (UK) and an MSc in Development
Studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London
(UK).



