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tion coverage is 77.2 percent. Measles immunization cov-
erage by age 1 is 72.3 percent (CSO, Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey, 2000).

The increase in child mortality in the last decade is mainly
accounted for by increased mother-to-child HIV infec-
tions, and the continued prevalence of water-borne and
other infectious childhood diseases.

Major Challenges
The advent of HIV/AIDS and its high prevalence

accounts for a significant proportion of the increase in
infant and child mortality.  Childhood diseases such as
diarrhea, water-borne disease, malnutrition and other
infections also contribute to high child mortality.

Inadequate skills to deal with major causes  of
morbidity and mortality among infants.

The need to promote universal access to reproduc-
tive health care to prevent unwanted pregnancies.

The lack of safe water and sanitation for the rural
majority .

Supportive Environment
Swaziland adopted the IMCI strategy in 1999 as a

means to increase the capacity for the management of the
major killer diseases in children, i.e. ARIs, diarrhea, mea-
sles, malaria, and malnutrition.

A policy guide on the prevention of mother-to-
child transmission of HIV/AIDS has been developed.

Priorities For
Development Assistance

Human resource capacities are critical; the country
has few pediatricians and very few people properly
trained on the IMCI strategy.

Support is needed towards the scaling up of safe
water and proper sanitation in the rural areas where there
is a high prevalence of water borne diseases relating to
poor sanitations.

Support for nutrition and food security for moth-
ers and children, particularly OVCs.

Support for sustained immunization programmes.

Support for the prevention of mother to child
HIV/AIDS transmission.

General support for OVCs.
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Chart 4 Infant and Under 5 Mortality
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