African Peopl e’ s Declaration
On Africa and the Wrld Trade Organisation

Statement issued at the end of joint Africa Trade Network (ATN) Southern
African Peoples Solidarity Network (SAPSN) Pre-Cancun Strategy Conference, in
Johannesburg 14-17 August 2003, Resisting the WO

1. From 14- 17 August 2003, we activists fromacross Africa, representing
African civil society organisations, |abour unions and other soci al

nmovenents, gathered in Johannesburg, South Africa to evaluate the current
state of negotiations in the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO, and to
strategi se and make known our positions on the 5th WO M ni steria

Conference due to be held in Cancun, Mexico from 10-14

Sept enber 2003.

2. Qur stand on WO s role: W re-affirmour recognition of the WO as a
key instrunment of transnational capital in its push for corporate

gl obal i sation. W noted the many destructive effects of WIO agreenents on the
lives of working people and the poor, especially wonen, in Africa and

t hroughout the world. W renewed our determination to continue resisting
corporate globalisation, and the WIOitself until it is replaced by a fully
denocratic institution.

3. The context of Cancun Meeting: W noted that the forthcom ng WO

M nisterial neeting is taking place agai nst a background of a crisis of
credibility of neo-liberal policies and global capitalism that have been
deepened by the Enron and ot her corporate scandals exposing the duplicity and
venality of the bosses of transnational capital. At the sane tine, the world
is faced with the aggressive mlitarismof the United States under a
political |eadership whose illegal attack on Iraq under false pretences has
shown that [aw and norality are no bar to what it will do to advance the
interests of American capital. Across Africa and in other devel oping
countries neo-liberal econom c policies are putting basic services, such as
heal th and education, beyond the reach of ordinary people and deepening
unenpl oynent, poverty and social inequality. W, however, take heart fromthe
growi ng strength in the organi sed expression of all those around the world
opposed to militarismand corporate gl obalisation

4, Concl usions on the current state of affairs in WIQ After our
del i berations on the WO Doha agenda and rel ated i ssues, we concl uded as
foll ows:

a. The WO has ignored the continued and grow ng opposition
by popul ar novenents throughout the world to its
policies and nethods, such as the illegitinmate ways by
whi ch the Doha Agenda was inposed on devel opi ng
countries in the 4th Mnisterial of the WO

b. The failure of the WIOto neet agreed deadlines in
various negotiations — notably Agriculture, TRIPS and
Public Health, Special and Differential Treatnent and
the many Inplenentation Issues is primarily due to the
refusal of the Quad(USA, EU, Japan and Canada) to accept
the legitimate demands of devel oping countri es.



c. These failures are nmerely an aspect of the double
standards the Quad countries apply in internationa
trade issues; marked by one set of rules for thensel ves
and anot her that they inpose on devel opi ng countri es,
exposi ng the WO as a thoroughly undenocratic
institution.

d. W particularly condemm both the EU and the US for their
role in resisting the fulfilnment of the deadlines and
undert aki ngs on Agriculture, and their refusal to honour
t he conprom se consensus on TRIPS and Public Health.

e. On the Singapore or New |Issues (i.e. I|nvestnent,
Conpetition, Covernnent Procurement and Trade
Facilitation) we reiterate our total opposition to their
inclusion in the WIQ, or the initiation of discussions
on nodalities with a viewto the |launch of negotiations
on these in Cancun. W stand by our denand that these
i ssues shoul d be renoved fromthe WIO s agenda
al t oget her.

f. It is clear that, as Cancun approaches, the Quad are
accel erating the depl oynent of old and new undenocratic
practices and pressures both in and outside the WO so
as to force their will on devel oping countries. In order
tolimt such illegitinmte and underhand practices by
the powerful, we endorse the canpaign for interna
transparency and participation in the WIO recently
| aunched by many NGOs.

g. W note the opposition to the launch of negotiations on
these issues expressed by African countries, especially
the declaration by African Trade Mnisters at the end of
their meeting in Mauritius in June 2003. W also note a
new initiative taken at the WO on 13 August by a group
of African countries to demand that the official WO
text that goes to Cancun incl udes proposals for
i mproving the decision-nmaking process in the WIGQ as
wel | as repeating their opposition to the new issues. W
call on these countries to stand by these positions, as
a matter of denocratic principle, and al so urge ot her
African and devel oping countries to join them

5. Call to Action: |In the Iight of the above we have agreed and call on
other African civil society organisations, |abour unions and other social
nmovenments who share our views to join us to

a. Mobilise the broadest possible sectors of African civil
society to express their opposition to the conti nui ng
destructive role of the WIOin the lives of working people
and the poor, and upon our countries’ devel opnent
aspirations and prospects;

b. Mobilise and sustain strong political pressure on our
governnental representatives, in ways best suited to the
specific conditions in our countries, before and during the
Cancun mnisterial nmeeting; actively holding our
governments accountable for the positions they take in the



Cancun Mnisterial neeting, and expose any attenpt to
betray the best interests of the African peoples;

c. Pressure institutions of government, and our

| egi sl atures, and relevant public officials in our various
countries so as to ensure the defence of our peoples’
interests in the forthcom ng Cancun mnisterial neeting.
Especially inportant are i) blocking the [ aunch of

negoti ations on the Singapore issues and ii) rejecting any
attenpt by the Quad to mani pul ate devel opi ng countries into
accepting negotiations on the Singapore |ssues by linking
these to issues of concern to devel opi ng countries;

d. Pressure our respective governments to endorse the two
proposals tabled at the WIO by 11 African countries on 13
August 2003;

e. Be alert to, and therefore resist, the inevitable
attenpts by representatives of Quad countries and ot her
gover nments who, between now and Cancun, will be visiting
our national capitals under various guises, and contacting
groups within our own countries to bully African
governments to take positions detrinmental to the African
peopl e on the issues on the Cancun agenda;

f. Launch an information dissem nati on canpaign in our
various countries to publicise what is happening in and
around the WO in the run up to and during the Cancun

M nisterial neeting;

g. Mobilise a strong teamof African activists to give
voice to African perspectives in the activities of civil
soci ety organi sations who will gather from around the world
in Cancun

h. Affirmour links with our partners in organisations of
civil society outside Africa, including in the gl oba
North, to pressure their governments (especially of the
Quad) in the interest of working people and the poor

t hroughout the world, and in the interest of our planet;

i. Work together across Africa on the WO, before and
during Cancun, under the unbrella of the Africa Trade
Network (ATN) to ensure comon focus and strength in unity.

W issue this statement, and our call, as part of our commtnent to the
nmovement agai nst neo-1liberalismand corporate globalisation, and the
struggle for the establishnent of alternative systens and institutions for
of humanity and the world.

Anot her Africa is possible!
Anot her world is possiblel

I ssued i n Johannesburg, 17 August 2003



