VEETI NG OF AFRI CAN PARLI AMENTS ON THE PAN AFRI CAN
PARL| AVENT
CAPE TOANN, SOUTH AFRI CA, 01 JULY 2003

DECLARATI ON

We the representatives of Parliaments of Africa neeting in Cape
Town on 30 June to 01 July 2003:

Recal I'i ng

1. The Statenent adopted at the Meeting of African Parlianments
in Cape Town on 28 June 2002, which was submtted to the
Assenbly on 09 July 2002.

2. The Commtnent by the Assenbly of the African Union to
accelerate the ratification of the Protocol to the Treaty
Est abl i shing the African Econom c Conmunity Relating to the
Pan African Parlianent.

3. The establishnent of the Steering Conmttee on the Pan
African Parlianment on 28 April 2003.

4. The decision of the Steering Conmttee at its first neeting
in Addis Ababa on 28 April 2003 on the necessary steps to
expedite the process of ratification and the

operationalisation of the Protocol.

Not i ng t hat

1. Al though nmuch progress has been made with the nunber of
ratifications of the Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the
African Econom ¢ Community Relating to the Pan African
Parliament, the nunber of instrunents deposited to enable the
entry into force of this Protocol has not been achieved.



2. The objectives of the African Union cannot be realized
effectively without the full involvenent of the peoples of
Africa.

3. The Pan African Parlianment will contribute towards the
realisation of the aspirations of the African peoples for
greater unity, solidarity and cohesion that transcends the
gender, cultural, ideological, ethnic, religious and nati onal

di versities.

Convi nced

1. O the critical role that the Pan African Parlianment can play
in furthering the objectives of the African Union and New
Partnership for Africa s Devel opnent (NEPAD) and in ensuring
t he nmeani ngful participation of the African peoples in the
econom ¢ devel opnent and integration of the Continent.

2. O the need to pronpte denocratic principles and popul ar
participation.

3. O the critical role played by denocratic institutions in the
soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent and the renewal of the African
Cont i nent .

Congratul ate

Menber States and the Conm ssion of the African Union on the
prom sing and i npressive progress nade in establishing the Organs

of the African Union.

Urge National Parlianents

1. To nonitor devel opnents in the African Union and to establish
wor ki ng groups or conmittees that will | ook into issues
relating to the African Union, Pan African Parlianent and the
New Partnership for Africa s Devel opnment and to engage the
el ectorate in this process.



2. To engage in the political processes towards the
est abl i shnment of Regional Parlianents where appropriate, to
facilitate deliberation on matters of comon interest with
the Pan African Parlianent.

Request the Steering Committee

1. To work closely with the Conm ssion of the African Union in
maki ng all necessary preparations for the early establishnment
of the Pan African Parlianent, including the preparation of
al | docunents for consideration and debate by Nationa
Par | i anments.

Strongly urge

1. Menber States that have not deposited the instrunment of
ratification to do so by 31 Decenber 2003.

2. The Assenbly of the African Union to determ ne the seat of
the Pan African Parlianment and target date for its first
sessi on.

3. Menber States to expedite, where appropriate the
establ i shnent of Regional Parlianents with | awmaki ng powers.

4. Governnents to submt early drafts of Protocols and other
docunents related to the African Union to Parlianents of

Menber States for consideration and input prior to adoption.

Cape Town, 01 July 2003



