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Foreword 

This study is published by the World Bank in its informal series of Discussion Papers on regional 
integration in Africa, and specifically covers recent developments in Southern and Eastern Africa.  In 
accordance with the April 2, 2001 Board Presentation on the Africa Region’s greater focus and new 
approach to regional integration, the teams for regional integration in southern and eastern Africa have: 

• renewed interaction with the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the East African Community (EAC) in 
order to establish their objectives and priorities for regional integration in their respective 
arrangements; 

• undertaken an update of the Bank’s knowledge base on the status of and prospects for regional 
integration in southern and eastern Africa. 

 
The purpose of this background paper is to inform the Bank and others about challenges and opportunities 
for strengthening socio-economic integration in southern Africa, and specifically in SADC, by: 

• highlighting some salient political, socio-economic and geographical features of the sub-region,  
• giving an overview of recent developments in regional integration in southern Africa, and 
• giving an indication of selected international development partners’ support for regional 

integration in sub-region.  
 
Without the benefit of ‘regional’ economic and sector work, the paper provides a ‘broad-brush and 
impressionistic’ picture of selective developments within the southern African region.  Each of the issues 
covered requires further study, while some other important issues might not have received attention at all.   
 
The paper finds that the political, institutional and socio-economic environment between countries in the 
southern Africa region is heterogeneous in the extreme, converging in policies, but not necessarily in 
outcome.  Together with the multiple memberships of countries in regional integration arrangements, this 
is posing particular challenges and opportunities for regional cooperation and integration efforts and no 
less to development partners’ support for integration in the sub-region.  Currently, SADC finds itself in 
the midst of major reforms of its institutions, processes and management as well as of its regional 
integration agenda.  One of the outcomes of SADC’s restructuring process would be a regional indicative 
strategic development plan.  This plan would also be important for the Bank in designing a responsive 
regional integration assistance strategy with the sub-region  
 
We hope that this paper would contribute not only to updating the Bank’s knowledge base on regional 
integration in the southern and eastern Africa region, but also to wider discussions and debate that will 
help the sub-region move forward towards a better future. 

 
 
 
 

Marie-Françoise Marie -Nelly 
Program Manager Regional Cooperation and Integration, SSA 

The World Bank 
December 2002 

 
 
This is an informal study by World Bank staff, published for discussion purposes.  It is not an official 
World Bank document. 
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