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Your Excellencies, | have kindly requested your presence here today in order
to brief you on recent devel opnments in Zi nbabwe.

As you are aware, the people enbarked on a rmass stay away on March 18 and 19

2003 to protest against the Mugabe illegitimate reginme's progranme of
violent misrule and the corrupt managenent of the econony. The Zi nbabwean
peopl e were and are still demanding that the rogue regi me accounts for its
actions.

On nunerous occasions in the past, | have informed the internationa

conmmunity that it was going to be difficult for us in the MDC to continue
counsel ling patience indefinitely on a restive popul ati on. W have now
reached the stage where people's inpatience, anger, and their desire for
qualitative change in their |lives cannot be contai ned.

The nmass stay away, which was premsed strictly on peaceful or non-viol ent
nodes of protest, was a resoundi ng success. It was a clear denonstration of
the people's determ nation to chart the path of their own destiny and to

re-affirmthe supremacy of their sovereign will, even in the face of
sel f -evident danger froma reginme that has no scruples in its pursuit of
mai nt ai ni ng absolute illegiti mte power.

There can be no doubt now that the nass stay away was a cl ear denonstration
of who holds legitimate political power and authority in our country.

Zi nbabweans heeded the MDC s call and voluntarily participated in the
peacef ul mass stay away and they becane targets of state terror and

vi ol ence. The Migabe regi me was thus, clearly exposed as the ruthless
usurper, with no legitinmate authority or mass support and clinging to power
t hrough the naked and brute force of arnms.

There can be absolutely no doubt that the people's overwhel ni ng response to
the MDC s call for a peaceful mass action was once again a re-endorsenent
that we are the legitimate political authority in Zi nbabwe, representing the
freely expressed sovereign will of the people.

W al one represent the wishes of the majority of Zi nbabweans. W al one speak
for the mpgjority of Z nbabweans.

March 18 and 19 was, therefore, the people of Z nbabwe's Rubicon. There is
now no turning back fromtheir quest to be free regardl ess of how many
peopl e the regi ne chooses to brutalize and sl aughter.

Not even the sound of gunfire or the chilling snell of cordite can derai
t he people's quest for freedom There is now a singul ar determ nation and



convi cti on anong Zi nbabweans that no price is too high to pay for freedom

Above all, Your Excellencies, the mass stay away had a sharp message for

t hose who used to equivocate about the root cause of the Zi nbabwe crisis.
The MDC has al ways maintai ned that the Zinbabwe crisis was a crisis of
governance in which the land i ssue was a synptom used as an alibi to nask
the real nature of that crisis. The recent mass stay away has vindi cated and
val i dated the accurancy and honesty of our diagnosis.

Wel | after the Mugabe had announced the end of the chaotic and violent |and
reformand is carrying out the so-called audit, largely to establish the
extent of benefits to cronies, the people of Zi nbabwe rose up to protest
agai nst the systematic violations of human rights, denial of denocratic

ri ghts and denocratic governance, violence, murder, torture, rape and other
crimes agai nst humanity. These are the root cause of the Zi nbabwe crisis of
gover nance. Zi nbabweans did not rise up in celebration of the end of the
violent | and grab.

Your Excellencies, it is quite revealing that only recently, M. Thabo Mek
of South Africa has finally and grudgi ngly accepted that the rogue regine's
procl ai red end of agrarian violence has not resol ved the basic crisis of
governance in Zinbabwe. W are indeed encouraged by this new re-eval uation
and correct interpretation of the Zi nbabwe crisis froma key and influentia
country in the region

Land has never been and is not the central issue in the resolution of the
Zi ntbabwe cri si s.

The Mugabe regine's violent transgressions and dictatorial rule, not |and
reformand distribution, define the root cause of the Zi nbabwe crisis. The
Zi mhabwe crisis can only be resolved through a systematic dismantling of the
Mugabe di ctatorship

By his own public adnmi ssion, Migabe has announced that he is the noral and
practical equivalent of Adolf Hitler. The international community nust not
take this announcenent lightly as the nusings of a geriatric. This was in
fact an announcenent of the new forns of repression, the new fascismthat
Mugabe is bend on inplenenting as the hallmark of his illegitimate rule.
This new era of repression which by Mugabe's own admi ssion is inspired by
the atrocities and Nazi ideology of Adolf Hitler is already upon us.

As you are well aware, Your Excellencies, through the notorious Public Oder
and Security Act (PCSA) it is a crimnal offence in Zi nbabwe to denand
government accountability. The response of the Migabe reginme to the peaceful
stay away was as swift as it was predictable. The entire state machi nery of
repressi on was unl eashed on a defencel ess popul ati on, peacefully protesting
in their nei ghbourhoods.

These pogroms are continui ng. |Innocent Zi nbabweans are being hunted down in
their homes and places of entertainment and are routinely arrested for no
reason, brutalized and tortured

As | speak to you now, hundreds of innocent Zi nbabwe are being held as
political prisoners by the Migabe regi me under the nost appalling



conditions. They are being tortured and brutalised for expressing their
denocratic right to denmand that the Migabe regi ne be accountable for its
sust ai ned progranmme of msrule. These reprisals are a clear denonstration of
the reginme's determination to crush all denocratic dissent in a Nazi style.

W remai n unshaken by these brutalities. W have given Miugabe 15 denmands
that he nmust address by the 31st March 2003. These are dermands, which
constitute the mninmumconditions that are required as the |aunching pad for
the process to return the country to the rule of |aw, denocracy and
 egitimacy.

On our part there can be no going back. Migabe has to fulfil these 15
demands or contend with the consequences of people's anger. These 15 demands
are not Mugabe's gift to the people of Zi nbabwe. They are part and parcel of
the people's inalienable rights and Miugabe nust fulfil them On this score
there can be no conprom se or surrender. Miugabe nust unconditionally yield
or face decisive mass action fromthe people. W wll enploy nethods of
peaceful mass action that will render useless the ferociousness of his
apparatus of repression and in the end the sovereignty of the people wll
triunph.

It no |l onger matters how much Nazi style repression he unl eashes in denia
of people's fundamental rights. The peopl e of Z nbabwe are no | onger
prepared to live under his nurderous dictatorial rule.

W are well aware that it is the Zi nbabwean people who must end the
tyrannical rule that has cost themso nuch. However we are not blind to the
critical and nuch appreciated support that we have received fromfriends and
wel | -wi shers throughout the international comunity.

We are aware and nuch appreciate the gallant stance taken by some countries
inthe region, in Africa and the Third Wirld, in support of and solidarity
with the people of Zi nbabwe during our darkest hour. W shall never forget.

The EU has renained principled and steadfast in the face of the nachinations
some countries that have now earned thensel ves the unenviable title of
natural and historical allies of dictatorial reginmes in Zi nbabwe. W are

i ndeed truly grateful

The recent decision by the Commonwealth to maintain the suspension of the
illegitimate Mugabe regine fromthe Councils of the Commonweal th has been a
wel cone boost to the struggling people of Zinbabwe. It has renewed our faith
in the noral strength of that splendid collection of nations freely bound

t oget her by the universal values of denocracy, human rights and good
governance. It was a clear denonstration that the infiltration of the double
standards and di shonesty of Migabe's fellow travellers will never be
tolerated or allowed to defile the noble values that bind the Commonweal th

Mugabe expected the war in lrag to deflect international attention away from
his violent dictatorship in Zinbabwe. It is encouraging to note that on the

contrary the war in lrag is serving to pernmanently nmaintain Miugabe's viol ent
illegitimate regime sharply on the radar of international attention

Your Excellencies, the doctrine of national sovereignty has undergone



several internationally accepted and valid nodifications in the past fifty
years. The international community now firmy rejects recourse to bogus
noti ons of sovereignty, which serve as a snokescreen behind which rogue
regimes routinely conmt crines against innocent citizens. Like other
dictatorial reginmes el sewhere in the world the international comunity nust
rej ect Mugabe's periodic invocation of a hollow sovereignty as an alibi for
the crimes against humanity that his regime perpetrates daily against the
peopl e of Zi nbabwe.

In this regard we are grateful to the persistent concern expressed by the
Governnment of the USA on viol ent excesses of the Miugabe dictatorship.
Contrary to Miugabe's expectations problens in other parts of the world have
not neutralized the attention on the crisis of governance in Zi nbabwe. W
say to the people and Government of the USA, walk with us the last mle
towards our freedom and together lets lay down the future foundation of
fruitful understandi ng, cooperation and progress.

Qur suggestion for the way forward has been a matter of public record for
sone time now. W believe that there is no other viable avenue of resolving
the crisis of governance in Zi nbabwe outside a serious process of dial ogue
designed to return the country to legitimcy and denocracy. W in the MDC
remai n ready for such a process provided it is based on integrity and
principle rather than sheer political expediency.

As Your Excellencies are no doubt aware, the agenda for such a process is in
pl ace and already agreed to by both parties. It is the Miugabe regi ne, which
scuttled the talks citing our |egal challenge to the clearly fraudul ent
March 2002 presidential poll. It is therefore entirely up to Migabe and his
associates to cone back to the negotiating table. On our part we have never
cited the fate of the on-going treason trial as a condition for dial ogue.

We are ready to engage in a purposeful process of dial ogue even as the
treason trial and our presidential election challenge proceed in the courts
of | aw.



