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TANZANI A: I nterview with John Hendra, UNDP Resi dent Representative

DAR ES SALAAM 14 Cctober (IRIN) - John Hendra is the UN Devel opnent
Programre (UNDP) Resident Representative in Tanzania. In this interview he
talks to | RIN about devel opnents in the political and economc situation in
the country.

QUESTION Wiy was Tanzani a chosen to host the upcom ng synposi um on deepeni ng
denocracy in Africa?

ANSWER  The reason that Tanzania was chosen is its low ranking, in ternms of

i ncone per capita and the human devel opnent index, is it is clear that there
are a nunber of achi evenents that the country has made in terns of noving
forward in denocratic governance. A few of themare the transition to the
mul tiparty systemduring the | ast decade, the inplenentation of a nunber of
governnent reforms, liberalisation of the nmedia, efforts being made in the
anti-corruption strategy and the honegrown Miaf aka Accord. That bei ng said,
i ke any country, there are a nunber of steps that still need to be taken
but it is in recognition of the achievenments and efforts that have been nade

Q Are there any particular |essons that other countries can learn fron?

A One of the very inportant |essons is that denocracy is not just a

nmul tiparty el ection and denocratic governance. It’s really about hel pi ng
peopl e to participate better in decisions that affect their lives and be able
to input into policy dialogue. | think that over the |last few years, one
lesson to learn is fromthe effort Tanzania has nmade to facilitate civi
society in broader public discussion. The recent poverty policy week is an
exanple, as it generated a |ot of interest and discussion, as well some
controver sy.

Q Wile the recent appointnents for the Zanzi bar El ectoral Conmmssion is a
signi ficant devel opment in the inplenentati on of the Miafaka, yet nearly a
year since the agreenment was signed, the opposition still conplains that

i npl ementation is happening too slowy. Wiat is UNDP s view on this?

A The presidential nomnation for the ZEC [ Zanzi bar El ectoral Conm ssion]
was a very inportant step. The Miafaka is a homegrown agreenent, it is
extrenely inportant and it is clearly quite sensitive. UNDP is one of the
donor partners supporting the inplenentation of the Miafaka. Also | think
that the work that was done in the broad framework for the Zanzi bar Poverty
Reduction programre is a clear recognition that a | ot of capacity devel oprment
needs to be done in these areas, and UNDP hopes to be working with our
partners on this.



Q It is also nearly a year since Tanzania qualified for HPC [Heavily
I ndebt ed Poor Countries] debt relief, yet there are conplaints that not
enough of the real benefits are trickling down to the people.

A Yes, but | think the inportant thing about the poverty policy week is that
there is now a conprehensi ve poverty nonitoring systemthat is starting to
accurate information though the Househol d Budget Survey (HBS), the Poverty
and Human Devel opnent Report and the Labour Force Survey. There is now

anal ytical work to better informthis di scussion.

A few of the highlights are that the HBS shows that overall inconme poverty
has declined. It clearly shows that urban poverty — particularly in [the
comrercial capital] Dar es Sal aam — has declined from 28 percent to 18
percent. And | think that sone of the indictors on primary education have
been extrenely positive. One el enent of the poverty reduction strategy is the
lifting of the school fees, and primary enrol ment has increased the |ast few
years nore than it has in recent decades.

However, rural poverty is still a big challenge, firstly froma hunman

devel oprment point of view enlarging people s opportunities, but also in pro-
poor economc growh. In the broader UN point of view, and in terns of the
M || enni um Devel opment Goal s, Tanzania is on track to achi eve universa
enrolnent in prinmary educati on and gender equality in education, but in the
other goals, we really need to see sonme strong results.

Q In this year's budget there was a large increase for agriculture, but is
enough attention being paid to this sector?

A There has been a realisation fromsonme of the work such as the draft
poverty and hurman devel opnent report [which] clearly outlines the inportance
of the agriculture sector. | think during the next few nonths, the consultant
group and ot her nechanisns will be able to give a good view of the progress
that has been nade and where it needs to be accel erated.

Q There is often a lot of criticismof the | ack of donor coordination. Do
you think this is a gap that UNDP can fill?

A | think several years ago this was a big issue with the governnent and the
donors. There's a significant anount of work that has been done since then
M/ own viewis that this is a story that has not been told enough.

| think Tanzania really is a nodel in this sense for other countries. There
is a sense of national ownership, there is a very strong overall poverty
reduction strategy, there is a very strong series of government-|ed
processes, and there is the overall framework — the Tanzani an assi stance
strategy, which dictates the overall aid coordination

Ef fective aid coordination has to be owned by the government. And | think
there’s a nunber of actions under way to strengthen the financial managenent
system facilitate as nany resources as possible going to the exchequer and,
finally, there is also the independent nonitoring group, which is an

i ndependent group nonitoring the behavi our of the donors. This is quite
innovative in that it is nonitoring reports on the behaviour of the overal
donor community, the governnent and their relationship.



In ternms of UNDP, we have three roles: working with the governnent to
strengthen their own capacity and i nprove managenent of their systens; UNDP
funds and manages the resident coordinator systemand, to help this, we have
devel oped the United Nations Devel opment Assi stance Framework; and finally
there is the role we play in the | ocal Devel opnment Assistance Conmittee
group. W have an inportant role to play, but it’s very nuch a role that we
do in participation with other donors, the other UN partners and the

gover nment .

[ ENDS]
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