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Abstract

Itis possibleto identify potential solutions to the expansion of agricultural zones and the socio economic
problemsin the Brazilian frontier by studying the strategies of local actors and the devel opment context?
This dissertation is based on a descriptive analysis of the Transamazonian territory of Altamirain the state
of Pard (North of Brazil) at the regional, sub regional and local levels. The analysis points out the crucia
role of marketing networks and local devel opment strategiesin the organization of frontier zones.

The analysis of marketing networks was conducted for four local products: rice, cocoa, cattle, and wood. It
consists in assessing interactions among agents involved in the networks: carriers, merchants, cooperatives
and producers. The success— or failure— of local actors’ enterprises and the understanding of their projects
can be evaluated through the study of their life history. The analysis actually underscored elements
facilitating permanent settlement of families, such as the accessto markets, financial means and family
networks.

Each level of analysis contributes to a better understanding of theissue. The regiona level showsthe
importance of the products flows, of Altamiraas an urban center, and of the strategies of merchant leaders.
The sub regiona and micro-local levels show the importance of peasants‘* organizations as well as recent
administrative units (municipios) and family networks.

The development of Altamira sterritory is oriented towards a diversification of economic activities and land
use under the pressure of a new framework of social, political and economic realizations. Asfrontier areas
devel op, the suburban centers tend to hold more and more power, increasing their participation in the
entrepreneurial process, which was held by Altamira. Such endogenous policiesfor structuring afrontier
zone may arise as an answer to the problems of access to the markets and land concentration. However, the
realization of such strategies depends on the protagonists * willingness to set up projects for anew rura
society.

Keywords: frontier area, territory, actors, products, multilevel analysis, marketing networks, socio-
economic life history of individuals and families, projects and strategies.




Presentation

The aim of thisthesisisto study the development of new territories. Supervised by the
CIRAD, this study is based on aresearch, training and devel opment project. It was
supported by a French NGO, the GRET (Research and Technological Exchange Group),
in collaboration with a number of Brazilian institutions amongst which the Federal
University of Par& The study mainly refersto pieces of information and data from the
territory of Altamira, collected from 1993 to 1995 over four different periods in seventeen
months. Thiswork was also supported by the members of the French-Brazilian team of
the agroecological laboratory of the Transamazonian territory, the LAET, which had been
set up for the purpose of this exploratory study.

PROBLEMATICS

For five hundred years, Brazil has witnessed a migration from the coasts to the inner
frontier zones. Amazoniaisthe last territory to be conquered and is marked by a system
of public policies of integration and individua strategies of making profits. Most land
pieces of thisterritory therefore belong to a minority of actors, whereas the former
landowners or farmers have to settle in towns or join new clearing zones for cultivation.
As previously established by scientists, this process of appropriation leads to the
replication of the frontier areas.

The aim of this thesis wasto find out and analyze elements, which we thought, would be
ableto put an end to the damage done to ecological resources, asit affects the quality of
life and the well-being of the populations.

In this acceptation, studying the marketing networks and the local actors' plans enables us
to know more about the structural, dynamic devel opment process of the frontier areas, in
understanding how they evolved into aterritory as awhole. The marketing networks and
systems characterize and structure the territories. Indeed, the economic activities of the
products registering zones, undoubtedly improves the development of the territory. As
regards this perspective, al the actors' plans should take these networks into account to
improve the situation and standard of living of the local societies.

POSITIONING OF THE STUDIED TERRITORY

Altamira sterritory is situated at the point of intersection between the Xingu river and the
Transamazonian road which was opened up in the seventies at the sametime with the
much less used Cuiaba Santarem road (picture 1). The Brazilian State policy was aiming
at the integration of the Amazonian territory into the country. This road infrastructure,
subsequent to the former waterway system has allowed many settlers to come and exploit
the territory. It has also induced the planning of agricultural exploitation in Altamira's
territory. At the same time, the Federal State policy has favored the communications
between the North and the South of the country by developing building sites and mining
exploitation, and, as aresult, the frontiers of Altamiraadjust to the colonization process of
Eastern Amazonia.
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It isworth considering the Federal State Agricultural Program that was set up 25 years
ago, inthelight of the study of a unique social movement which aims at the preservation
of the settlers’ installations: The Movimento pela Sobrevivéncia da Transamazonica [A
local organization for the preservation of the Transamazonian territory and society].This
organization stands up against land concentration and puts up aresistance to the socio-
economic decline subsequent to the lure of a program of equal opportunity and access to
lands.

Asthe Federal State was the first actor in the planning program of this area, the State
policy left its mark on the territory:

- By favoring the small colonization granting land pieces of 100 ha, and setting up
an agrovillage system to offer basic services to the populations.

- By leaving to the settlers land pieces of 1000 and 3000 hain the east of the
territory, which led to a major colonization.

Asaresult of the Federal State intervention, and perpendicular to the Transamazonian
line, a network of by-roads (currently named travessoes) has been set up every 5 km
(picture 2). In the form of afishbone, with land pieces distributed along the main road
and next to the by-roads, this network is limited south by an Indian reservation.



Unfortunately, the local authorities do not take this frontier into account because it
was delimited later on. It isasource of conflicts, asit brings out the question of access
to the resourcesin a clash of interests.
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The methodological approach of the study underlines the opposition between the East
and the West of the territory, with Altamira s urban center in the middle. Three
geographical levels of analysiswill reinforce the above approach and the choice of
studying an opposition.

- Theregion of Altamirawith the urban center as mainstay of the regional
development.

- Thetwo sub-regions the comparison of which reveals the influence of the Federal
State policy in the success of the colonization process (picture 2).

0 Thefirst area, west of the territory, is characterized by itsrich soils (terra
roxas — purple lands). These soils have been operational objective for the
State Extension Services to develop profitable crops (sugarcane, cocoa,
and pepper plantations).



0 Thesecond area, east of the territory, has many sandy soils and is not
favored by the Federal State policy, and itsfertile soils are unfortunately
far from the main road. The agricultural policy has induced cattle-ranching
and rice cultivation.

- Two micro-local areas within each sub-region the comparison of which reinforces
the above analysis.
Actualy, these two micro-local areas are different in their evolutionary process
and have awide range of differences.

0 Thefirst micro-local areaisaby-road 75km west of Altamira.
0 Thesecond oneisaby-road 100km east of Altamira (picture 2).

METHODS

A methodological and global approach determines the studied areas (picture 3). It
follows then that the two subject matters of the study are the development of the
territory and the organization of the marketing networks. Finally, thereisarelated and
third subject matter: the role of the local actors and their influence upon a
discontinuous and changing evolutionary development process.
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Picture 3

Thefirst analysis of the collected information refers to the regional level so asto have
an overal view of the area. In fact, thislevel of analysis has enabled us to show that
some significant territories and specific marketing networks (involving four products:
rice, cocoa, wood and cattle) played a crucial role in the evolutionary perspective of
the territory and in the progress of the settlers’ trajectories. The study of these
territories and network is essential.

Such analysisis based upon semi-guided interviews in order to collect information

from “resourceful people’, obviously related to the following matters:

- Thecommercia activities,

- Thetransformation of the local products, now and in the past,

- Theevolutionary planning process as reported by the INCRA (National Institute
of Colonization and Agricultural Reform) engineers,

- Theevolutionary process of the forestry scheme, according to the IBAMA
(Institute of the Environment and Renewable Natural Resources).

The analysisis based upon varied sources of information:

- Available maps (cartography),



- Available bibliography issued from research institutes: the LAET (thematic
surveyson local and family farming) and the Brazilian Agricultural Research
Corporation - EMBRAPA (surveys on the major local agricultural products),

- Population, commerce and industry statistics,

- Discussions with former inhabitants of Altamira.

Thisfirst level of analysisisraised from results of the sub-regiona analysis. Two
methods were necessary to carry this study out:

- Anambitious but very useful project of interviewing the people living along the
by-roads, on whom we could rely for the local level of analysis.
- Local actors' sketches and maps of the area (a useful but insufficient database).

The information collected from “resourceful people” officially or unofficially in charge of
territorial development (mayors, agricultural technicians, transporters, tradesmen,
community or society leaders) subsequently completed the survey.

In theory, the analysis of the marketing networks studies the flow of products from the
micro-local to the regional areas. Y et, Medicilandia’ s and Altamira’ s tradesmen have
enabled us to understand the whole system even if they do not rely on the local studied
marketing networks.

The actors, mainly tradesmen and /or farmers were interviewed or asked questions from a
printed form. Asregards thisinvestigation, the first prior objective was quality since, in
clearing the ground as best as possible, it revealed the actors implicit or explicit projects,
accounting for the means at their disposal.

Ultimately then, and in the light of this methodological presentation, there are afew
statements to make, in support of the above principles: To summarize, beyond the study
from the regional level to the micro local level, and a study of representative products, it
has been necessary to:

- Takeinto account the course of time during the process of description and analysis
of theterritorial and commercial trajectories of the actors.

- To compose printed question forms concerned about questions like: Who? Does
what? Where? When? How? Why?

- Todraw our attention towards “resourceful people’ like the authorities officially
or unofficially in charge of the control and management of the territory.

RESULTSOF THE REGIONAL APPROACH

In view of this geographical level of analyss, theterritory of Altamiramay have

reserved prospects for the future. Actually, this analysis does not reveal elements that

would put an end to the evolutionary process of decline, which isleading:

- Totheextinction of the last forest resources, all the more since athird of the
conquered areas are fallow lands.



- Tothe development of landownership aong the most well-kept roads, which
increases the popul ation of the major urban center to the detriment of public
services and administration.

This observation leads us to consider three points:
- Thereisadifficult change from an extractive economy to a productive economy.

- Aninadequate development of the urban center does not sufficiently sustain the
development of the rural outskirts.

- The organization of the marketing networks is planned by a minority of actors,
economically powerful, but not willing to invest in the development of
endogeneous policies of marketing networks with ahigher exchange value.

A difficult change from an extractive economy to a productive economy

For years, Altamira has relied upon aunique fluvial and extractive marketing network,
which derived from the space structure of Eastern Amazonia. It remained the only
commercial system from the 17" century to the middle of the 19" century.

In the beginnings, Altamirawas just aminor corporation in charge of aminor flow of
products and people. But from the end of the 19" century to the middle of the 20"
century, this town obviously became a strategic area since it made connections easier
between the Xingu River and the rubber extraction zones, which were completely
enclosed within the lands.

In setting up a new marketing system, both fluvial and terrestrial, the opening of the
Transamazonian road has changed the space structure and has also affected the economy
and the populations of the area. At first, the road became the main line for the transport of
products and, subsequently, the combination of these fluvial and terrestrial networks gave
importance to the town of Altamira, since it was located at the point of intersection
between these two trajectories. But the endogenous financially profitable marketing
networks were at a standstill. As amain consegquence to the opening of the road, the
extractive economy is favored because of the opening of new areas and a better accessto
new resources, as exemplified by the trade between Altamira and the south of the country
(wood exports southward, food imports northward). Nowadays, the center and the South-
east of Brazil can rely upon the resources of Amazonia, just like some foreign countries
did some time ago (Picture 4).
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However, the development of agriculture and cattle breeding is closely related to the
process of colonization, which occurred along the Transamazonian road. This
development leads to the emergence of supplying areas which provide the northern towns
(Belém , Manaus, Macapd). The agricultural system in highlands opened for cultivation
gives aboost to new regional markets. It must be pointed out that, as a consequence, the
development of the transamazonian area has been put to a disadvantage compared with
the development of agriculture in the outskirts of the towns. All this goes to show that the
exploitation of the Transamazonian territory does not particularly favor intensive
cultivation.

Theillustrated view of the evolutionary process of land exploitation at the regional level,
east and west of Altamira shows the development of both cattle breeding and the
lumbering industry (Picture 5). The subsequent profits are induced by an application
program of mining exploitation methods.
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Theurban center doesnot strongly intervenesin the development of therural
outskirts

The influence of the town of Altamirais extending over the region because Altamiraisa
small trade and service center. It is asmall urban center. Because of its strategic
geographical position at the point of intersection between land and river, it has been
subsidized and favored by the Federal State’ sfirst credit programs and investment policy.
Actualy, agricultural installations were subsidized by the Federal State (1971-1974) and
from 1975 to 1979, the town was granted 40 % of the profits of the Polamazonia
(National Program for the development of Amazonia).

Unfortunately, thisinvestment policy has developed the town’ sinfrastructure to the
detriment of the elaboration of new operative production system. The agricultural industry
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is underdeveloped and lacks sufficient credits to favor continual food crops and their
marketing. In this connection, the agricultural products marketing network is unsettled.
Altamiraisareserve of local seasonal workers, of small jobs because of an increased

need of services (offered by the recent middle class workers from the public
administration and the professions). The suburbs are poverty-stricken and more and more
children are on the streets. The town facilities have become obsol ete, because the
production is not sufficient enough and the commercial benefits of its inhabitants do not
provide new marketing activities yet necessary to maintain the process of the
improvement of public services.

Altamira does not control the colonization process of the frontier areas expanding up to
the frontier of the rainforest. Itsrural areas are disadvantaged by a damaged and
mismanaged road infrastructure, and differ now from the other rural zones. Their specific
development process depends on small urban centers and they are also confronted with
huge difficulties of territorial planning. The town of Altamiramainly controls the

economy of these areas, because group salesmen and independent tradesmen arein charge
of the local and regional marketing networks and of the distributing networks too and they
control the cocoa and wood trajectories to the export zones.

The marketing network depends of a minority of economically powerful actors, who
do not invest their profitsin the elaboration of profitable endogenous marketing
networks

The organization of intermediary marketing networks has changed to face the long
distances subsequent to alinear and extensive territorial planning. The marketing
networks have been reorganized into a hierarchy depending on their space structure as
well asto the level of responsibility of each of its members.

West of Altamira, the case of the marketing networks of the cocoa illustrates the space
organization of the marketing networks (picture 6):
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- Theregional tradesmen of Altamirawork with intermediaries situated at every
strategic point of the local or sub-regional production. This network is a direct
(relying on alocal business store, on small retailers or producers) or an indirect
one (relying on independent whol esal e stores).

- Thelocal tradesmen rely on the same marketing strategy. Within the cocoa
production area, they have adopted the direct marketing strategy, and they are not
involved in Altamira’ s network, despite the fact that they work with the same
business store as the regional tradesmen.

The main tradesmen control the trajectories of the products and work at strategic points
with commercial agents or intermediaries (within the production areas, at the crossroads,
by the side of the roads, in small retail shops). They play akey role in the organization of
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the territorial management and planning. They connect the production areas and the
retailers; they protect the producers’ families and guarantee their production. They used to
bein charge of allowing bank credits, until the moment when, in 1992, new producers
organizations started to save credit money to the benefit of the small agricultural
production. Y et, the tradesmen still have the power to provide their clients health
insurance unlike the rural organization, which do not have the necessary corporate
structure.

Because of the rapid evolutionary process of the commercial activities and trajectories,
the marketing of agricultural products has generated huge profits. The success of
merchants gives a boost to individual strategies of making profits. The commercial
activities vary from the production to the marketing and sometimes to the manufacturing
of products. The development of commercial activitiesis reinforced by the increased
process of landownership and the strategy of diversification of the products outside the
area.

To summarize, as they want to favor stock farming, the major tradesmeninvest in
extensive cattle breeding and in the buying of land. But the region’ s economy has
subsequently come to a standstill because the main investors (big farmers, cattle breeders,
tradesmen, and lumbering industrials) do not break new ground in the agro-industry or
forestry fields. As a consequence, the family products are a source of the diversification
of income.

Asaconclusion of the regional level of analysis, and in spite of reserved prospects for the
future of thisarea, it must however be recognized that the situation is far from being so
pessimistic. We must allow for the revival of decisive public works which have brought
electricity to the area beyond the Tucurui dam. All of thisleads us to expect that the
region will soon be able to make new profits. The construction of a hydroelectric damis
planned. So, will the local actors be able to develop their own strategies, grasping the
opportunity on relying upon large Federal State subsidies, which would then give a boost
to the rural areas? Or elseistheincreased selling process of land still favoring the big
owners whereas the only job opportunities will be offered by the hydroelectric building
ste?

RESULTSOF THE SUB-REGIONAL APPROACH

The results show the importance of the Federal State intervention in setting up new
territoriesaswell asin controlling the settlers' trgjectories. They also show that social and
political transformations can give new opportunities to the local actorsto widen their
strategies. The territories at stake here arein fact very much different in their evolutionary
process and their prospects for the future depends on the local actors' ability to manage
their projects. Thislevel of analysis|eads usto establish three main results:

- A difficult management and re-appropriation process of theinitial Federal State
policy.

- Theemergence of apriviledged class of tradesmen.
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- The emergence of collective organizations (community associations and town
councils) counteracting the previous evolutionary process of devel opment.

Thedifficult setting and re-appropriation of the State’ sinitial policy

The schematic views of the sub-regional territoriesillustrate the thesis and give a
detailed description of the colonized areas and their management by the local actors.
They also point out the human and historical differences between the east and the west
of Altamira sterritory.

In the east and in the west as well, the linear colonization process and the exploitation
system have never been questioned. The populations have settled along a road,
whether the State intervened or not. Nowadays, the preservation and management of
new installations at the frontier of the rainforest is difficult. The forestry enterprisesin
charge of the territorial management only open up road tracks. The planning network
is expanding, confronting new municipalities to the decisive urban role of the
populations that have settled in groups at the points of intersection of commercial
trgjectories (picture 7). The linear space devel oping structure hinders the setting up of
the connections required for a good transport of products and people.
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The emergence of a priviledged class of tradesmen

Production relies on individua strategies of profit-making and on strategies that have
led to the establishment of a priviledged class of tradesmen whose authority of which
isnow guestioned. The analysis of the tradesmen activities and of the marketing
networks testifies to an elaboration of a network of intermediaries at the regional
level. Yet, the trgjectories of the intermediaries underline the differences between the
commercia elites of the east and the west of Altamira.

In the west, the initial conditions of the colonization process have enabled small

settlers to be more productive, raising continual crops such as cocoa, pepper and
coffee. They have subsequently been able to develop their commercial activities. On

17



the contrary, in the east, the settlers (mainly rice cultivators) have tried to set up
commercial activities with the operational objective of increasing their production.
Such an upstream strategy as opposed to the previous one, most often only works for
individuals who can invest capital in cattle breeding and transport activities. In the
east of the area, the unsettled pattern of retailers reflects the lack of elaboration of a
planning scheme of production.

In the west, the economic crisis of 1987, with afall in the cocoa prices and
deterioration of pepper plantations has checked the production and even stopped the
rise of farmers which were not involved in trade activities. It has even started to affect
their working capital whereas the local tradesmen and producers have subsequently
improved their standard of living.

As a consequence, the producers came into conflict with the tradesmen and they
wanted to get rid of intermediaries (atravessadores). In actual practice, they have tried
to set up new strategies, establishing a network of associations.

The same conflict has happened in the east, but is the result of different economic
problems. It has been along time since the main trade product, rice, is not sold
anymorein its untreated form. So, it was replaced by cattle trade because of the lack
of husking machines. Such an evolutionary process has set the small farmers apart
since they are compelled to rely on many intermediaries such as tradesmen, retailers,
transporters, and cattle breeders (fazendeiros).

Small organizations of producers progressively gain in power because they elaborate
and set up collective development strategies. As aresult of a development of these
strategies, an innovative agricultural development processis changing the
structuration of frontier areas, and particularly as regards the control of the
colonization of Altamira, which has always favored the relationships between State
and people.

The emergence of the power of collective small or ganizations counteractsthe
evolutionary development process

From the comparative study of the two sub-regions, it follows then that the new
networks derived from these collective strategies deal more specifically with social or
economic issues. This result should be underlined.

The west, Medicilandia, has been granted State creditsin order to develop buoyant
products (cocoa, sugarcane, pepper). The allocation of credit to the production has
given birth to amiddle class of agricultural producers and retailers and has also led to
the development of urban areas. This production policy hasfavored local investments.
The crop-raising of food products has given acute awareness, that the actors
strategies could promote socio economic interests. In 1987, the economic crisis and
the fall in the prices the cocoa have been the starting point of establishing new
economic collective networks in the sub-region (the social projects were traditionally
in charge of women). Small organizations of producers have been born thanksto a
few leaders supported by their political and family network. The economic
community project aims at actualizing the work of individuals involvedin the trade
and transforming of products. Producers do not rely on the commercial semi-
extractive systems anymore.
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In the east (Anapu), the State has planned a landownership program with the help of
private investments from the big owners who were granted land in return. The lack of
a production scheme investing in buoyant products has stopped the process of land
exploitation and has led to the settlement of a small spontaneous generation of
pioneers because of the devel opment program for unexploited areas. Asa
consequence anewly born class of producers (rice, cassava) the interests of whom big
cattle breeders . The problem of land appropriation and management (involving main
issues such as the problem of isolation, a better access to services, land jurisdiction)
has led to the forming of communities of producers.

Y et, the combination of social and economic issues is obviously part of the actors
work. The progressist Catholic Church regulates individua clashes of interests. In
bringing out its reflection upon collective interests, it leads to the forming of new
associations. The Church interferes with the work of thelocal actorsin awill to stand
up for the project of afair rural society, which may not be the producers’ first
operational objective.

In the west (Medicilandia) the social project initiated by the Church, seemsto have
lessimportance. Y et, the community leaders, who are often militants of the PT, the
Labour Party and who have areligious instruction in educational, political and
unionist matters, say they are at the root of this project.

Inthe east (Anapl) the producers have always been under Church supervision, which
has enabled them to set up their own community network. But because of their slow
economic process, the Church finds profitable ground to build its own socia project,
which depends its ability to develop economic projects, too.

Unfortunately, the relationships are rather strained amidst the great number of local
actors on grounds of a strong opposition between the varied religious, political and
economic groups. The fact that the religious communities (catholic or otherwise) act
as asubstitute for the Federal State leads to a disunity that hinders the territorial
management. The combination of social and economic projectsis an obvious
necessity to agricultural producers. They need to rely on the combination of social and
economic projectsin order to set up their activities. But the actors' responsibilities and
abilities must be defined. The loca authoritieswill have to accept further
responsibilities. Either new future or the new independence of the municipalities
enables the inhabitants to have more financial means and a better accessto public
services. It isalso afirst step towards the legal control of aterritory within which the
actors projects would officially be taken into account by the local authorities.

Medicilandia, amunicipality build in 1988, commitsitself to the grouping of peoplein
order to devel op the relationships between local associations, development
organizations and the el ected representatives. The municipality can be described as an
innovative field of social and economic improvements to the territorial management
policy. But the elaboration of acommon project plan remains an issue despite the fact
that setting up collective and economic measures would seriously improve the
standard of living of the population. The local administration confinesitself to the
traditional clientéle networks, being held in check when involved in the development
and management of an uncontrolled and inefficient structure. This description reveals
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its weakness and lack of efficiency as regards to its responsibility of accounting for
common interests.

The young collective structures (municipalities and associations) cannot operate a
significant turn in the former evolutionary process because they are insufficiently
developed. They highlight the actors' behaviors, ambitions and organizational means
at themicro local level.

RESULTSOF THE MICRO LOCAL APPROACH

The study of the opposition between the two micro-local areas testifies to the difficult
structural process of the frontier areas. This process is always changing: shiftsin
populations and land concentration movements.

West of Altamira, the 75 South by-road is fully-occupied, mainly by humble families
which have access to the local market of the urban center which islocated of 40km
from the most remote families. A majority of destitute families are subordinate to
patrons or shopkeepers.

Despite the fact that the settlements occurred at the same time in the two sub-regions
east and west of Altamira, the circumstances and rate of the appropriation and
development process of the micro-local areas are different. The higher exchange value
of the selected crops, the proximity of the markets account for these differences. But
beyond economic reasons, let us underline essential sociological reasons, too.

West of Altamira, the trade system isissued from a combination of inner and inter
family networks that have devel oped specific fields of intervention and favored access
to the markets.

The commercia and productive functions of the members of alarge-scale family
network are clearly assigned. Some buy, other ones transport products and the latter
arein charge of the manufacturing. This combination of activities also reflects the
organization within production units and complement one another in this area. Some
develop cattle-breeding, others develop continual food crops and both are more or less
far from the Transamazonian road. Thereis no clash of interests within the family
networks. A family will be in charge of the husking of rice while another one will
supply industrialized products, or trade agricultural products.

This community network of closed interdependences strike up the commercial
relationships with the local tradesmen and keeps them there. In this acceptation,
settlers are not isolated, they join family networks.

The former pioneers of these family networks have strengthened their position. They
occupy athird of the land pieces of the area. The schematic view of the South 75 by-
road depicts these lands in red, green and blue colors (picture 8). The other land pieces
illustrate land exploitation and are depicted in yellow, red/green, and pink. Their
grouping reflects the patriarchal system, which often combines land exploitation with
apatrimonial strategy of territorial management. Subsequently to the appropriation
process of the lands by which his children inherited, the patriarch is now retired or is
intending to retire. His sons and daughters behaviors are now going to regul ate the
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management of the territory. These latter seem to be more and more involved in the
cooperative process subsequent to the widening of dynamic family strategies.

LAND APPROPRIATION AND FAMILY NETWORKS
75 KM WEST OF ALTAMIRA
(1994-1995)

Jorge Bueno Da Silva
TRANSAMAZOHIAN ROAD | | Agrovillage
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East of Altamira, socia conflicts add further to the poverty of the majority of the
families. The study of the by-road 100km south of Altamira, isvery similar to the
studies of Roberto Araujo (an anthropologist) and Jacky Picard (a socio-geographer).
The patriarchal system predominates, inducing relationships of subordination. The
land ownership or agricultural program has been set up to the detriment of minor
projects of development.

None of the big families of settlers has ever established anetwork of multidisciplinary
competences. The unsettled pattern of the pioneers' projects depends on their means
of production (financial means and labor force) and accounts for the present situation.
Individual strategies of land appropriation predominate. The small settlers are
subordinate to their patron’ sinterests. Their patron is either a shopkeeper involved in
farming activities or a cattle-breeder (fazendeiro). Even if they choose to rely on their
own production and land pieces, they still haveto rely on retailers and on the only
transporter of agricultural products and people.

The small patrons (cattle-breeders and retailers) rely on associations of producers to
be granted credits and to employ agricultural workers. The association sometimes
succeeds in challenging the tradesman and transporter on whom everyone relies.

To summarize, along the by-road situated west of the territory, the main question is:
Will familiesissued from the patriarchal system subsequently be able to set up
collective or municipality projects? Along the eastern by-road, the question is about
the widening of exploitation projects and the setting up of local activities, which
complement one another.

In actual fact, the difficulty to set up collective projectsin the sub-regions reflects
individual and family strategies as well, as shown in the study of the micro-local

areas. The study at different geographical levels, of the changing role of actors
involved in commercial and territorial network, enables us to understand better the
structuring process of the Transamazonian territory and to imagine prospects for the
future. But an unanswered question remains: Will the new generation of inhabitants of
the frontier zones be interested in setting up the project of arural society?

PROSPECTSFOR THE FUTURE IN THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE
ANALYSIS

The detailed study of the life trgjectories of the actors and the decisive choice of
studying the area at varied geographical levels, underlines the fact that scientific and
methodol ogical tools are determining factors for the analysis.

The detailed study of the life trgjectories of the actorsin the light of specific
economic, social and political issues has been a necessary process to understand their
projects, strategies and activities, the latter of which are not necessarily induced by
economic circumstances. Indeed, the seven questions “Who? Does what? With
whom? When? Where? How?’ give ameaning to the historical evolutionary process
of development.

The meaningful purpose of this study isto reveal what the actors know about a
territory, how they structure and organize it, how they make profits with the
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exploitation of this area, and how they live within this area. The varied geographical
levels, enables usto have a global understanding of the areain order to judge better
the results of the analysis. In understanding the preoccupations of the people of this
areaand in being closed to them, the analysis goes from individual to general points at
issue. For instance, the regional level of analysis of the marketing networks testifies to
adifficult changing, development process of the endogenous systems. The sub-
regional level of analysis shows the influence of these marketing networks on the
structural and devel opment process of new territories induced by small urban centers.
In the end, the micro-local level highlights the influence of marketing networks on the
building of community networks, and underlines the fact that, on the other hand,
relationships of subordination may become more pronounced in this context.

The setting up of development policies would undoubtedly be more efficient with an
approach at these different levels. In fact, the most interesting level of analysis of the
territorial management is the sub-regional level. Indeed, the local policies enable al
matters to be brought up for discussion and decision-making. Asit isthe last stage of
the Federal State administration, it could be more involved in the decentralization
process. It is necessary to set up a new management process, which would combine
local management with a higher level of management, in the hope that, despite a
political clash of interests, more and more people would take part in this process.

The development induced by inner and inter family strategiesis akey issue amidst the
peasants’ organizations, and particularly at the micro local level. Y et again, the
ambitious plan of setting up a multidisciplinary network within the area of a number

of by-roads, remains an issue at stake. It is difficult to think of building a network of
interdependences wheresas, in the meantime, socia organizations are insufficiently
developed. In this acceptation, the study at each geographical level, of the
evolutionary process of the actors' system within the frontier areas, seemsal the more
important to the analysis.

The analysis of aterritory consists in studying the actors involved in the devel opment
process. The aim of thisthesisisto study the life of tradesmen and farmers, the
development of peasant organizations, and the role of the local authorities. But the
further objective of this study isto raise questions about territorial management
policies. Research should bring acute awareness that the motives, interests and
ambitions of the social, political or economic local actors (mayors and el ected
representatives, investors, dormant partners) go far beyond agricultural concerns. The
development of frontier areas testifies to a combination of issues, which by far
outreaches that of the setting up of production and of urban distributing schemes. The
actors are challenging the commercial networks' officials. We should therefore
recognize their importance, so as not to witness subsequent inappropriate measures.

The field question of developing the actors’ collective network of activities by taking
up the challenge of a changing evolutionary development process, could remain
unsolved because dormant partners have always been subjected to economical
constraints.

Research about the future development of the frontier areas will undoubtedly compel

economic leaders to be concerned about social matters and social |eaders get involved in
economic matters, which would make connection between these two research fields. In
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thisregard, education is the best possible means to put such an ideainto practice, by
intervening at different levels of the actors’ responsibility and competence and giving
them tools of discussion. Education should give birth to the establishment of mutual
respect and community rules.
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