
AAnnnneexx  11  
  
CCoommmm uunniiqquuéé  ooff  tthhee  SSoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaann  RReeggiioonnaall  CCoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  
FFaarrmm  WWoorrkkeerrss  HHuumm aann  RRiigghhttss  aanndd  SSeeccuurriittyy..      
 
Introduction 

 
Delegates from seven SADC countries met in Harare to attend the Southern African Regional 
Conference on Farm Workers Human Rights and Security from the 10th to the 14th of September 
2001. The conference noted with concern that: 
 
• Farm workers constituted a significant proportion (10 – 20%) of the population of individual 

SADC countries, but they continue to marginalised and excluded from mainstream 
development throughout the region 

• Farm workers constitute the most vulnerable group and live in abject poverty despite their 
important role to the economic development of the region 

 
In light of the above observations and concerns, the delegates recommended that:  
 
National Governments should ensure that the living and working conditions and security of 
farm worker communities is acted upon and improved 
 
Weak Labour Legislation 

 
The Conference expressed concern that despite the fact that most SADC countries are party to 
the International Labour Organisations conventions to protect all wage employees. There still 
exist : 
 
• Discriminatory labour laws that marginalise farm workers throughout the region 
• Weak legislative and policy provisions that do not protect farm workers 
 
Delegates therefore called upon national Governments and SADC to put in place legislation and 
policies that protect and benefit Farm Workers.  
 
CITIZENSHIP Rights  

 
The delegates noted with concern that: 
 
The majority of farm workers in the region are third or forth generation migrants from 
neighbouring countries and contributed immensely to the economy of their host countries, but 
they are still considered as foreigners in these countries. 
 
Delegates therefore call on member states to extend citizenship rights to the affected farm 
workers. 
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Basic Human Rights 

 
DDeelleeggaatteess  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  FFaarrmm  WWoorrkkeerrss  iinn  aallll  SSAADDCC  ccoouunnttrriieess  ddoo  nnoott  eennjjooyy  tthhee  ssaammee  bbaassiicc   hhuummaann  
rriigghhttss  aass  tthheeiirr  ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss..   NNaattiioonnaall  GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ffaarrmm  WWoorrkkeerrss  aass  sseeccoonndd  cc llaassss  
cc iittiizzeennss..   
 
Delegates therefore call upon civil society, the Private Sector and other relevant stakeholders to  
strengthen national and regional bodies in articulating the human rights of farm workers 
 
Women (Female) Farm Workers/dwellers  

 
Delegates noted with concern the vulnerability of female farm workers and called upon 

Governments, civil society, and the Private Sector to develop programmes, activities and 

polices to protect the female farm workers from poverty and oppression. 

 
HIV/AID S 

 
DDeelleeggaatteess  eexxpprreesssseedd  ccoonncceerrnn  aatt  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  aanndd  iimmppaacctt  ooff  HHIIVV//AAIIDDSS  iinn  tthhee  ffaarrmm  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  
aanndd  tthhee  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  rreessoouurrcceess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  tthheessee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  
 

Delegates call upon Governments in the region: 

 

• to put in place policies, legislation and programmes that provide farm workers and their 

families with free/ subsidised access to treatment. 

• To sponsor extensive education campaigns on HIV/AIDS in farm communities to influence 
behaviour and attitude change 

 
Child Labour and Child Abuse 

 
Delegates expressed concern at the increase in the use of child labour and child abuse 
throughout the region despite the fact that the SADC member states are party to the Charter on 
the Rights of the Child. Delegates were also concerned about the absence of clear legislation and 
policies to punish the perpetrators of such acts.  
 
Delegates called upon governments in the region, Labour Federations, civil society and 
community groups to lobby and advocate for legislation to protect the rights of the child in line 
with the provisions of the Charter on the Rights of the child. 
 
Globalization and the plight of farm workers 

DDeelleeggaatteess  nnoottee  ww iitthh  ccoonncceerrnn  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  gglloobbaalliizzaattiioonn  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  
aaggrriiccuullttuurraall  aanndd  ttrraaddee  aaggrreeeemmeennttss,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  ffuurrtthheerr  mmaarrggiinnaalliisseedd  tthhee  ffaarrmm--ww oorrkkeerrss..    TThhee  
ddeelleeggaatteess  ccaallll  uuppoonn  SSAADDCC  GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  ppoolliicc iieess  lleeggiissllaa ttiioonn,,   pprrooggrraammss  aanndd  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  
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tthhaatt  sseeeekk  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  aanndd  ccuusshhiioonn  tthhee  ppoooorr  iinn  ggeenneerraall  aanndd  ffaarrmm--ww oorrkkeerrss  iinn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  
nneeggaattiivvee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  gglloobbaalliizzaattiioonn..   
 

Debt Cancellation 

Delegates call upon the SADC governments to intensify the campaign for the existing debt 
cancellation and compensation for colonial injustices and to channel funds towards the 
improvement of social services infrastructure especially in farm communities. 
Xenophobia  

 
Delegates note with concern the growing xenophobia in the region and its effects on farm-
workers.  Delegates further note that xenophobia runs counter to the principles and ideals of 
African Renaissance.  The delegates call upon all national governments throughout the SADC 
region to put in place, laws, policies and programs to eliminate all forms of discrimination 
especially against farm workers. Furthermore delegates call upon the SADC summit to expedite 
the move for a fully-fledged regional community with SADC citizenship.  
 
Farm Workers and Land Reform 
The conference acknowledges the historical injustices in terms of land disposition in the region, 
and the various governments’ attempts to address them. However, delegates note with concern 
the systematic exclusion of farm workers from the process of land reform and land 
redistribution. Delegates therefore call upon all SADC governments: to implement transparent 
and gender sensitive land reform programs and ensure that the farm-workers are considered 
for resettlement under the land reform programs.   
 
Further more delegates condemn the abuse of farm-workers political, social and economic 
rights by political parties, governments, and farm owners especially during land redistribution 
exercises. Delega tes call upon all national governments to protect and promote the human 
rights of farm workers in line with the various international conventions they are party to.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
Regional Summit 
 
Delegates call for the holding of a regional Summit comprising governments, farm-worker 
representatives and supporting civic society organizations where issues of the plight of farm-
workers could be discussed and governments make undertakings on dealing with the plight of 
the farm-workers human rights and security. 
 
 
  


